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Executive Summary 
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Credit: Melbourne the Photographer 

�‘What does the Australian Civilian Corps mean in practice? It means the Government being 
able to deploy rapidly civilians with expert knowledge and abilities to disaster-struck regions 
or conflict zones with the urgency required in these often terrible and traumatic 
circumstances.�’ 

- Prime Minister Kevin Rudd at the launch of the Australian Civilian Corps, 25 October 2009 



What is the Australian Civilian Corps? 
 

The goal of the Australian Civilian 
Corps is to enable the Australian 
Government to rapidly deploy 
civilian specialists to contribute to 
stabilisation and recovery efforts in 
natural disaster or conflict affected 
countries. 
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Examples of potential Australian Civilian Corps assignments  
 

 

 

 

Background to the Australian Civilian Corps  
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Credit: Bart Verwey 

 

 �‘It's the longer term rebuilding of communities, rebuilding of infrastructure, rebuilding of 
societies that this complementary effort is aimed at.�’ 

- Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stephen Smith, 22 April 2009 
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Why Australia needs a civilian corps 
 

Australia: A good international citizen 

                                                                                                                                                               
1 UN 2009. �‘Report of the Secretary-General on peacebuilding in the immediate aftermath of conflict�’, 11 June 2009 p.3 
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Promoting stability and prosperity in our region 

National Security Statement 

2

International deployable civilian capabilities 

                                                                                                                                                               
2 Rudd, Kevin 2008. �‘The First National Security Statement to the Parliament�’, address by the Prime Minister to the Parliament,  

4 December 2008  
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Credit: Kate Holt 

'When large scale violence ends, the challenge facing the leadership and people of the country are 
enormous. The situation is fluid, the peace is often very fragile and the needs of the people are far 
greater than the capacity to meet them. The threats to peace are often greatest during this early 
phase, but so too are the opportunities to set virtuous cycles in motion from the start.�’ 

- UN Secretary’s Report on Peacebuilding, 2008 



The Australian Civilian Corps register 
 

The register 

Selection process 

 

Expertise on the register  
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Box 1: Examples of key areas of expertise required for the Australian Civilian Corps  

Security, justice and reconciliation Legal and judicial 

Corrections 

Human rights 

Machinery of government Public sector management  

Revenue and expenditure 

Public sector human resource management and development 

Customs, immigration and border security 

Electoral and parliamentary processes 

Provincial and local government administration  

Procurement and logistics 

Regulation reform 

Essential services Health administration 

Education administration 

Transport 

Utilities administration and engineering 

Public works and infrastructure 

Economic stability Private sector development 

Economic development 

Employment and livelihoods 

Local markets and microfinance 

Community and social capacity 
building 

Reintegration and rehabilitation planning 

Community development planning and implementation 

Civil society strengthening 

Stabilisation and recovery 
management 

Program design and management 

Protection/ security 

Civil-military engagement 

Stabilisation and recovery  

United Nations and non-government organisation engagement 

Logistics and communications 

Training 
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Induction training 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Assignment specific training 

Ongoing training 
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Credit: Australian Defence Force 

�‘Australians are motivated to extraordinary levels of generosity in times of both domestic crisis and 
when disaster strikes overseas and others face ongoing suffering. Australia�’s standing as a good 
international citizen, working regionally and internationally, is critical to promoting and advancing 
Australia�’s foreign policy and national interests.�’ 

- Policy statement on Australia’s international development assistance, 2009  



Planning for and deploying personnel  
 

Types of deployments 

Duration of deployments 
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Deployment planning 

Deployed personnel 
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In-country support 

Safety 

Managing transition 
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US State Department spokesperson Ian Kelly on the establishment of the Australian Civilian Corps, 
10 November, 2009 

Credit: Lorrie Graham 

�‘We applaud our allies on this use of smart power and fully support the growing international 
trend of expanding and building on the important role civilians have played in maintaining and 
creating peace and stability.�’ 



Governance arrangements 
 

Office of the Australian Civilian Corps 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The Australian Civilian Corps and aid effectiveness  
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Moving forward

Contact us 
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http://www.ausaid.gov.au/
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/acc


Appendix  
 

A Definitions  
 

Capacity  

Capacity Development  

Stabilisation 

Technical assistance 
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