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[Introduction]

. Thank you David, for your welcomethis

mor ning.

It’sa great pleasureto be making my first visit as
Attorney-General to the Commission, and to be
herefor the launch of this significant report on
Australian Privacy Law and Practice.

L ooking back a mere 20 yearswhen Australia’s
Privacy Act cameinto force, the method and
movement of data and personal information
wer e, by today’s standards, utterly cumber some.
However, as we face the challenges of the 21%
Australia, asa progressive nation, Australia must
develop the attitudes and protectionsthat suit
our modern environment.

And, at the same time, we must balance thiswith
iImportant rightsincluding theright to privacy.

. The Commission’s Privacy Report istimely.

Not only isit the Commissions largest
consultation exercise ever undertaken, but it isa
classic example of the importance of the work of
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the Commission in developing proposals for
reform of our law —including its ssmplification
and moder nisation.

[The Role of the ALRC]
My colleague, Senator John Faulkner has alr eady

spoken about privacy in the context of the
Commission’sreport.

| want to add that the Rudd Government values
the Commission’sindependent advice on

significant national policy issues.

. We'renot alone.

Therecord of gover nmentsimplementing the
Commission’srecommendations over the past 33
year s highlightsitsinsight, expert analysisand
practical grasp of law reform.

. The Rudd Government iscommitted to genuine
community consultation in developing new
policies and laws, and we will look to the
Commission to assist the broadest possible
engagement.

. Wearecommitted to positive reform.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Our role, in my opinion, isto effectively manage
our lawsto reflect the contemporary era, its
aspirations and demands, and to encour age
rather than stifle economic growth.

As Attorney-General, | am committed to
ensuring that reformsto thelegal system remove
hindrancesto business and personal activity by
minimising red tape, reducing costs and
simplifying and moder nising our laws.

And | am committed to undertaking reformin a
range of areas across my portfolio including in
areas such as personal property securities,
human rightsand courtsand tribunals.

All, | note, are areas wherethe Commission has
reported to Government.

On the occasion of the Commission’s 30"
anniversary in 2005, Professor Weisbrot noted
that one of the future challengesfor the
Commission would beto proveits continuing

value as alaw reform institution.
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14. Let me say that while the Government can choose

15.

16.
17.

18.

to sourceitsadvice on law reform from various
guarters, the Commission has proven its
capabilitiesand iswell equipped to continueto be

the foremost law reform institution.

[New Referencefor the ALRC]

And in recognising the ongoing importance of the

Commission, | last week announced a new
reference for the Commission —to inquireinto
and report on secrecy laws.

Thisisa comprehensive mandate for review.

It will complement the privacy inquiry and allow
the Commission draw from and capitalise upon
Its specialist experience and networkswith key
stakeholderswho participated in the privacy
Inquiry.

| have asked for optionsto be developed to
ensur e a consistent approach acr oss gover nment

for the protection of Commonwealth infor mation.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

Currently there are morethan one hundred
secrecy and confidentiality provisionsin
Commonwealth legislation.

Under standably, the interaction of all these
provisions and with other legislation —including
privacy and FOI laws—is complex.

| have also asked the Commission to consider the
implicationsfor theincreasing need to share
infor mation between the Gover nment, other
gover nment agencies and the private sector .
Secrecy provisions should not hinder inter -
agency, inter-gover nmental and whole-of-

gover nment collabor ation.

On the other hand they should be sufficiently
robust to ensure Commonwealth information is
adequately protected from unauthorised
disclosure when shared with other agencies.

The Commission will also consider the public
interest in an open and accountable gover nment.

That Is, secrecy laws should only protect
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23.

24.

25.

26.

infor mation from disclosurewherethereare
legitimate reasonsto do so.

Thetermsof reference have now been finalised
and | have asked the Commission to make its

report by the 31¥ of October next year.

[Conclusion]

David, congratulationsto you and the
Commission on undertaking and completing this
substantial and constructivereport on privacy.
It’sa significant subject dealing with issues of
principle that have implicationsfor all
Australians.

| commend you and the Commissioners, your
staff, the member s of the various advisory
committees, and the many Australians who
submitted their views.

And | welcome the ongoing work of the
Commission.

| wish you well asyou embark upon your inquiry
Into secrecy laws.
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| look forward to receiving the Commissions

findings and recommendations next year .

ENDS
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