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The appointment of Lincoln Crowley QC, as the first Australian First Nations Supreme Court judge, has 
been applauded by the President of the New South Wales Bar Association, Gabrielle Bashir SC. 

Today, the Premier of Queensland announced that Lincoln Crowley QC, a member of the Queensland 
Bar, will be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court of Queensland. 

‘The appointment of Crowley QC as Australia’s first Indigenous superior court judge is a matter of great 
significance for the legal profession and for all Australians’, Ms Bashir SC said. ‘Lincoln was first 
admitted to practise as a barrister in 2003 in New South Wales before moving to the Queensland Bar. We 
are proud that he is still one of our members. Lincoln is a highly respected member of the profession and, 
while we are sad to lose his talented advocacy skills at the Bar, he will be an invaluable asset to the 
Supreme Court of Queensland.’  

Lincoln joined Seventh Floor, Garfield Barwick Chambers in NSW, practising mainly in crime, personal 
injuries, anti-discrimination and employment law. Between 2007 and 2009, he was retained by the 
Commonwealth DPP in Sydney, before returning to his home state of Queensland to practise at the private 
Bar. Lincoln was appointed as Queen’s Counsel in 2018. 

‘The Bar Council, with its Indigenous Barristers Strategy and the Mum Shirl Indigenous Barristers Trust, 
has strived to break down the barriers preventing First Nations lawyers from coming to the Bar’, said Ms 
Bashir SC. ‘I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the unstinting work of Chris Ronalds 
AO SC and Tony McAvoy SC in striving to make the New South Wales Bar more representative of our 
community, along with the dedication of our First Nations Committee.’ 

The Acting Chair and Deputy Chair of the Bar Association’s First Nations Committee, Andrew Smith, 
echoed the President’s remarks, saying: ‘Lincoln’s appointment is another critical step in the development 
of a shared narrative in Australia. That the announcement is occurring the day after National Sorry Day, 
on the anniversary of the 1967 referendum to amend the Constitution to count First Nations people as part 
of the population and to enable the Commonwealth to make laws for them and the commencement of 
Reconciliation Week is poetically apt.’  
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