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A comprehensive suite of policies to promote the proper administration of justice and fundamental legal 

principles across NSW has been released in the NSW Bar Association’s 2023 Election Policy Statement: 

NSW Bar Association Policy Statement  - NSW Election 2023.pdf.  

Key election priorities for the Association include adequate funding of NSW courts and tribunals to 

address COVID-19 related backlogs and delays. Other crucial law reform priorities include measures to 

address the continuous and unacceptable over-representation of First Nations people in custody and 

raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 14 years in line with international standards and as 

recommended by the recently released report of the Age of Criminal Responsibility Working Group. 

“The NSW Bar Association’s Election Platform provides political parties and candidates a 

comprehensive blueprint of reform proposals designed to ensure that the justice system is efficient, fair 

and available to all” said President of the Bar Association, Gabrielle Bashir SC.   

“Apart from resourcing of our courts, this will also require a substantial increase in Legal Aid funding.” 

“There is still much work to be done to implement the recommendations of the Ice Inquiry. The current 

Government has committed to a pre-court diversion scheme and implementation of state-wide health 

rehabilitation services – but concrete steps are now needed to ensure these commitments are actioned 

without further delay” said Ms Bashir SC. 

The Association is also advocating for political parties to give full weight to the detailed findings and 

recommendations of the Select Committee on the coronial jurisdiction in New South Wales and to 

commit to major reform of the coronial system, including the establishment of a standalone specialist 

Coroner’s court.  

“Root-and-branch reform of the NSW coronial system has been recommended by two recent 

parliamentary inquiries, and inaction by government on these recommendations causes considerable 

unnecessary distress to already grieving families” said Ms Bashir SC. 

It is more important than ever that children affected by the criminal justice system are not forgotten. As 

well as raising the age of criminal responsibility to 14 so that our justice system is not an instrument of 

trauma for children, the NSW Bar Association calls on political parties to fund expansion of the NSW 

Child Sexual Offence Evidence Program to regional areas. 

The Association has provided its Election Policy Statement to Government, Opposition, Greens and 

crossbench MPs. 
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