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APPOINTMENTS

The Hon Justice Stephen Burley

Stephen Burley SC was sworn in as a judge of the Federal Court of Australia on 23 May 2016. Chrissa 
Loukas SC spoke on behalf of the New South Wales Bar.

The Hon Justice Stephen Burley grew up primarily in 
Turramurra on Sydney’s upper North Shore with a time in 
Boston where his late father, a research scientist with CSIRO, 
took his wife Nan and the young family while he was working 
at Harvard. His lifelong passion for music began within the 
family and developed at Turramurra High, renowned for 
its music programme and concert band, where he learned 
to play the euphonium under the gifted bandmaster Peter 
Walmsley OAM.  During university he played in the acclaimed 
Willoughby concert band.

Justice Burley read arts and law at Sydney University where he 
met his wife Annabelle, a pharmacy student, and joined Hunt 
& Hunt as a solicitor. He and Annabelle enjoyed several years 
of study and work in London between 1988 and 1992, with 
his Honour first gaining the LLM from London School of 
economics then working as a solicitor with Farrer & Co, where 
he began a specialty in intellectual property which grew to be 
his primary area of practice on his return to Australia.

In 1993 his Honour returned to the bar in Sydney where he read 
with Steven Rares and David Yates, and began a continuous 
professional association with 5 Wentworth Chambers, first as 
a reader then as a member, being mentored by Dr Annabelle 
Bennett. His Honour succeeds Dr Annabelle Bennett on the 
court and will have Hon Justice Rares and Hon Justice Yates as 
fellow members of the court.

His Honour took silk in 2007. Under his skilled and personable 
mentoring of readers and junior barristers, 5 Wentworth 
developed a reputation as a centre for excellence in IP. His 
Honour’s congenial collegiality contributed in large measure to 
the camaraderie of chambers.

His Honour’s acute mind, capacity for thorough preparation, 
calm leadership, urbane professional demeanour and 
formidable advocacy earned him a place as one of the leading 
IP practitioners in Australia with whom other practitioners 
enjoyed working and felt appreciated as part of a team. He has 
appeared as leader in many of the foremost Australian IP and 
IT cases, some of which pioneered aspects of patent, copyright 
and trade mark law. He was lead Australian counsel for Apple 
in its litigation saga with Samsung between 2011 and 2014.

As both the Commonwealth attorney-general and the Law 
Council president noted among many encomiums, his Honour 
has made a distinguished contribution to the work of the Law 
Council in IP. His Honour also has served as a board member 
of Asthma Foundation New South Wales and Queensland.  

Despite a very busy practice Justice Burley has enjoyed a close 
and active family life, in which he has encouraged, among other 
skills and interests, a love of travel and music in his children. 
Travel included a sabbatical extended camping holiday in 
2004, introducing his then young children to the north and 
northwest of Australia. He is also a devotee of fly fishing and 
skiing and an excellent tennis player, competing in and on 
occasions winning in the annual bar competition.

His Honour attributed to music the formative influence 
of 'the joy of working in an ensemble with people who 
regard excellence as being the only standard to seek'. With 
characteristic humility he expressed his desire to try to emulate 
the example of his illustrious history of forebears on the court. 



[2016] (Spring) Bar News  65  Bar News : The Journal of the New South Wales Bar Association

APPOINTMENTS

Her Honour Judge Brana Obradovic

Judge Brana Obradovic was sworn in as a judge of the Federal 
Circuit Court of Australia on 3 June 2016. Lynnette Judge 
spoke on behalf of the Australian and NSW bar associations. 

Judge Obradovic was born in Serbia and on migrating to 
Australia initially lived in Wollongong, and later moved to 
Sydney. Although her Honour did not learn to speak English 
until she was 10 years old she excelled at school and studied at 
Sir Joseph Banks High before receiving a place at Hurlstone 
Agriculture High School. Her Honour graduated from the 
University of Technology, Sydney with a Bachelor of Laws and 
Bachelor of Science in 1997, then a Master of Laws, majoring 
in international law, from the University of New South Wales 
in 2005. 

Her Honour was admitted to practise as a solicitor of the 
Supreme Court in February 1998, and practised first with 
Gordon Cavanagh Solicitors. Her Honour was called to the 
New South Wales Bar in August 1998 reading with Margaret 
Cleary, now the Hon Justice Cleary of the Family Court 
of Australia. Her Honour was a member of 5 Wentworth 
Chambers, and later purchased a room at Lachlan Macquarie 
Chambers Parramatta. 

As a junior barrister, her Honour had a diverse practice, in 
areas including workplace law, family, licensing law, industrial 
law, commercial law and equity law as well as crime, wills and 
estates and common law / personal injury matters. 

Soon after coming to the bar her Honour was led by George 
Palmer QC (as his Honour was then) as junior counsel for the 
second respondent in the significant High Court cross-vesting 
case, Re: Wakim; Ex parte McNally. 

Ms Judge observed that: 

Your Honour brings with you to the Bench considerable 
experience in Family Law along with experience over many 
years in many other jurisdictions. I doubt that there is a 
jurisdiction in which Your Honour has not appeared.

Her Honour’s courage and determination in forging a career 
at the bar in the early years was recognised by many who knew 
her. Ms Judge stated that Ian Neil SC was happy to be quoted 
directly saying: 

‘[Her Honour] is a remarkably brave person. She is humble 
but determined; kind, generous, thoughtful and 
empathetic. She is just the sort of person the bar should 
have and she is an ideal appointment for the Federal 
Circuit Court’.

On moving to Lachlan Macquarie Chambers in Parramatta 
her Honour added to her already enviable practice and was 

appearing regularly in the Family Court and the Federal Circuit 
Court in Parramatta and Sydney, and enthusiastically embraced 
circuit work regularly in Dubbo and Orange. 

Her Honour is popularly regarded as a fine lawyer, and a skilled 
and courteous advocate. Ms Judge observed:

You are meticulous in your approach to your work which 
you undertake in a well organised fashion. It is inconceivable 
that Your Honour would ever walk into a Court room 
unprepared and I am sure that will not change. Your briefs 
and folders are kept in careful and precise order not a page 
out of place or out of alignment - your hole punching is of 
marksmanship quality.

Her Honour is known for her athletic ability, having a brown 
belt in karate. 

It was noted that her Honour’s emotional and intellectual 
awareness of the importance of family law would be fitting for 
the family law matters in the court and with which her Honour 
will start her judicial career.

Ms Judge observed:

You are genuinely aware of the impact that sad outcomes 
in life can impose on people. A number of bereaved or 
troubled colleagues and employees have been made to feel 
a little stronger through you inviting them to join you in 
coffee or a meal. There is no doubt that you will have 
genuine and constant regard for the humanity of those 
who appear before you.

Commonwealth Attorney-General George Brandis, speaking 
on behalf of the Australian Government stated that the details 
of her Honour’s life and career make her an exemplar of the 
migrant success story in Australia and hers is an inspiring story 
to others who have come from far away to make their lives in 
Australia.

Her Honour observed that one of the hardest skills to perfect 
in the profession is to listen, not just to the words being said, 
but also to what is actually being said. Her Honour stated that 
if, when practitioners ask, 'What is Her Honour like?' and the 
answer comes back, 'fair but firm,' she will know she is doing 
her job well.

Her Honour noted that:

The cases that come before this Court, in particular family 
law cases, are hard. They are hard for a number of reasons. 
The facts are complicated, often very difficult to prove. The 
law is far from simple and involves all sorts of considerations, 
which those who do not practise in the area do not truly 
appreciate.



[2016] (Spring) Bar News  66  Bar News : The Journal of the New South Wales Bar Association 
 

APPOINTMENTS

District Court appointments

On Monday, 11 April 2016 his Honour Judge John Pickering and her Honour Judge Siobhan Herbert 
were sworn in as judges of the District Court of New South Wales in a double ceremony. Presiding 
was Justice Derek Price AM, chief judge of the District Court. Attorney General Gabrielle Upton spoke 
on behalf of the New South Wales Bar. Mr Garry Ulman, president of The Law Society of New South 
Wales, spoke on behalf of the state’s solicitors.

Her Honour Judge Herbert was born in London where she 
initially attended La Retraite Girl’s School. In 1976 her Honour’s 
family moved to Australia and settled in the Sydney suburb of 
Coogee and she attended Brigidine College Randwick. 

Her Honour graduated from the University of Sydney in 
Law in 1983 and was admitted as a solicitor in 1984. For a 
short period, her Honour was a researcher in the Bureau of 
Crime Statistics in a unit studying sexual assault prosecutions, 
convictions and sentencing issues, foreshadowing the work and 
expertise for which she became known in subsequent years. Her 
Honour then became an employed solicitor at McCaw Johnson 
in 1984. 

In 1986, her Honour commenced as a solicitor at what was 
then the solicitor for Public Prosecutions and clerk of the Peace, 
nowadays the Office of The Director of Public Prosecutions, 
where she stayed for close to 30 years.

Her Honour was one of the three original solicitor advocates to 
conduct jury trials in 1991. 

Her Honour appeared continuously at the coalface of the justice 
system in this role, primarily in the Local Courts in summary 
and committal proceedings. The attorney observed that her 
Honour had earned a reputation as 'a skilful, considered 
advocate, possessing a fine legal mind' with a wealth of trial 
experience. As a trial advocate between 1994 and 2001 most of 
the trials in which her Honour appeared, including jury trials, 
were conducted in Western Sydney and many involved child 
sexual assault charges.

By 2002, her Honour had been appointed a Crown prosecutor 
and was acknowledged as one of the most experienced Crown 
prosecutors in the highly technical area of child sexual assault 
prosecutions.

Her Honour has also been author of the ODPP Sentencing 
Manual, the guide for all Crown prosecutors and lawyers in 
New South Wales, and co-author of 'Sentencing Law in New 
South Wales'. 

Her Honour has appeared in many trials as prosecutor in the 
District Court, the Supreme Court and on appeal in the Court 

of Criminal Appeal. Her Honour’s courtroom manner has 
been described as 'composed and measured […].' As a cross-
examiner David Ross QC has referred to her Honour’s style in 
his book on advocacy as an example of 'sweet brevity'.

Her Honour has participated in many Professional Development 
Programs and continuing education for Crown prosecutors 
and has taught with the Australian Advocacy Institute.

Her Honour’s interests outside of the law include her 
commitment to swimming regularly hundreds of laps at the 
local pool each week. Her Honour is also devoted to her family, 
her husband, Anton, and her son, Declan, who is also studying 
law. 

Her Honour was known as a kind calming mentor, not only 
giving advice on matters of sentencing and procedure but also 
welcoming, and encouraging junior lawyers.

Her former colleagues anticipate Judge Herbert will be a 
'knowledgeable, fair and compassionate judge'. 
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His Honour Judge John Pickering was born in Sydney and 
grew up in Cheltenham. After completing the Higher School 
Certificate at Epping Boys High School his Honour enrolled at 
Macquarie University, where he graduated in Economics and 
Law in 1992. In 1993, he completed the College of Law and 
embarked on his career as a junior solicitor in the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. 

In 1997, his Honour’s services to the law were recognised by 
the government when he was a joint recipient of the New South 
Wales Government Award for Excellence in Government Legal 
Services. 

As Mr Ulman observed, his Honour is known for a superb legal 
mind and brilliant advocacy. His Honour was swiftly appointed 
a trial advocate in 1998 and seconded to the Police Integrity 
Commission. In 1999 his Honour went on an exchange with 
the Department of Justice in Canada where he appeared in the 
provincial courts of Vancouver and instructed in matters before 
the Supreme Court of Canada.

In 2001 his Honour was called to the bar and became a New 
South Wales Crown prosecutor. In 2012, his Honour was 
appointed a deputy senior Crown prosecutor and took silk that 
year. His Honour then rose to the office of deputy director of 
public prosecutions. 

Judge Pickering has had a lengthy and distinguished career as a 
prosecutor, gaining a wealth of experience in diverse proceedings 
ranging from the Local Court to the Court of Criminal Appeal 
and to the High Court of Australia, where he has appeared 
monthly for four years in special leave applications. 

His Honour’s depth of knowledge and skill as an advocate have 
seen him in important and lengthy trials when he was known 
to be '[…] always prepared to take on difficult points and be 
creative with the Law' and 'not frightened of an unpopular 
argument which [he] believed to be true.' 

His Honour is a plain speaker not fond of legalese. Together 
with his concise manner of communication, he is blessed with a 
prodigious memory for varied topics but particularly in criminal 
procedure. These qualities have earned him the nickname 'The 
Oracle' both in and out of court. 

Mr Ulman described Judge Pickering as 'a charismatic counsel 
with an entertaining style of advocacy which gets to the point 
and at times cuts through with a sarcastic edge – no doubt a 
style which is said to work particularly well with juries'. 

Throughout his time at the ODPP, his Honour was considered 
a role model and was instrumental in creating a program to 
support junior practitioners appearing in their first trials.

His Honour paid tribute to his wife Georgia Turner, who is also 
a Crown prosecutor, and to their daughter Scarlett. In thanking 
all his friends and family, his Honour observed 'Like so many 
people the support of your family growing up shapes who you 
are as an adult.' Apart from a little known personal interest in 
American pop culture, his Honour is an avid watcher, player 
and aficionado of all sports but favouring especially Masters 
Golf, American football, NBA basketball and Major League 
baseball. 

Mr Ulman observed 'On the bench, your colleagues and 
mentors predict that your Honour will excel in the same way 
you have in everything in which you have put your hand to thus 
far. … [Your] appointment will make for a powerful addition 
that will truly enhance the work of this court.'

‘District Court appointments’



[2016] (Spring) Bar News  68  Bar News : The Journal of the New South Wales Bar Association 
 

APPOINTMENTS

The Hon Justice John Robson

John Robson SC was sworn in as a judge of the Land and Environment Court of New South Wales on 
5 July 2016.

The Hon Justice Robson grew up in country towns in New 
South Wales and then Tasmania, followed by a move to 
Sydney’s northern beaches.  He graduated BA, LLB from the 
University of Sydney, with a short stint as associate to District 
Court Judge George Smith, and was admitted as a solicitor in 
1982. At Gadens he became one of the firm’s youngest-ever 
partners in 1983.

His Honour was called to the bar in 1989 and took silk in 
2004. After reading for a time on 10 Wentworth Selborne 
he found his professional home on 12 Wentworth Selborne, 
where he has been described as one of the pillars on which the 
floor was built and was a highly effective and energetic head of 
chambers for a time.  His Honour referred to the enormous 
support, friendship and encouragement that he had enjoyed 
from his colleagues and clerk, which had provided a workplace 
without compare.

With a practice in administrative law, commercial law and 
equity, his Honour developed a leading specialty in land and 
environment law and has appeared in leading cases in those 
fields, the most recent being for the victorious objecting parties 
in Warkworth Mining Ltd v Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association 
Inc. 

The attorney general of New South Wales, Hon Dr Gabrielle 
Upton, speaking for the bar, said that in chambers his Honour 
had been 'a sounding board, a dispenser of sage advice, a 
peacemaker and a godfather in the very best sense of the word 
… approachable, razor smart and practical, … an exceptionally 
hard worker … easy to work for and with … a man of generous 
spirit – that extends to sharing your time and expertise with 
your colleagues'.  These qualities he shared, not only with floor 
members, but also with the dozen or more readers he mentored 
during his time as junior counsel, with enduring impact from 
their own description, and more widely at the bar where he was 
popular and respected.  To these encomiums Mr Gary Ulman, 
speaking for the solicitors of the state, added by reputation 
and from his personal experience 'debonair, urbane and witty', 
with a style of advocacy at once concise in presentation and 
forthright while courteous and tactful.

His Honour throughout his life has been an accomplished and 
versatile sportsman, in swimming including ocean swimming 
in many parts of the world, running, rugby, skiing and tennis.  
The Attorney reported that his fitness has merited the attribute 
from envious colleagues 'ageless and in glowing good health'.

Mr Ulman described the centrality to his Honour’s life of his 
close family – 'not just a sanctuary but a point of outreach' 
extending kindness and hospitality to those around who were 
struggling.

Mr Ulman stated that his Honour’s approach to life would be 
reflected on the bench and was expected 'to bring out the very 
best in counsel, an attribute that can only come from the true 
mastery of the area in which your Honour will adjudicate'.

His Honour, with his customary charm and modesty, paid 
tribute to his late parents, who had died while he was in his 
late teens, as the source of the values of kindness, hard work 
and respect for all, and to his wife Penelope, their children and 
his wider family.

His Honour concluded by quoting the late Sir Harry Gibbs 
on his swearing-in as chief justice of the Commonwealth of 
Australia in 1981, as 'sufficient guidance' for a new judicial 
officer: 'It is the proper role of the courts to apply and develop 
the law in a way that will lead to decisions which are humane, 
practical and just … But it would be destructive of the authority 
of the courts if they were to put social and political theories of 
their own in place of legal principle'.
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Sarah McNaughton SC

Sarah McNaughton SC was recently 
appointed the Commonwealth Director of 
Public Prosecutions.

Sarah studied Arts and Law at the University 
of Sydney. Upon completing her degree, in 
1988 she was associate to the Honourable 
Michael Kirby AC CMG, then president of 
the Court of Appeal, and later a judge of the 
High Court of Australia.

After being admitted as a solicitor in 1989, 
Sarah worked at Freehill Hollingdale & Page 
(now Herbert Smith Freehills) until 1990.

In 1990 Sarah became a legal officer at the Sydney office of the 
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions, in due course 
rising to senior legal officer (1990–1991) and principal legal 
officer (1991–1995).

In 1996 Sarah was admitted as a barrister, practising initially as 
in-house counsel at the Sydney Office of the Commonwealth 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

In 1998 Sarah joined the private bar, moving 
to Forbes Chambers, where she remained 
until her recent appointment.

In 2011 Sarah was appointed senior counsel.

In 2015 Sarah was counsel assisting at 
the Royal Commission into Trade Union 
Governance and Corruption.

While at the private bar, Sarah McNaughton 
specialised in criminal and quasi-criminal 
matters, appearing for both prosecution and 
defence at trial and appellate level.

Sarah’s practice at the bar featured among other things the 
conduct of large scale complex criminal trials, including multi-
accused, multi-agency conspiracy matters, and in particular 
'white collar' fraud, taxation offences, corporations offences, 
drug importation and terrorism offences.

Sarah’s practice at the bar also included inquests, commissions 
of inquiry and professional disciplinary matters. 


