




It is not to be suggested by this protocol that it is anticipated or expected that criminal jury 

trials will be conducted other than with the presence of the accused in person. 

11. Where there are persons attending court by AVL, practitioners present at court may

request the court to inform or remind those persons of the provisions of ss 9, 9A 

and 9B Court Security Act 2005.

12. Practitioners attending in person should take such steps as are reasonably practicable to

ensure strict adherence to government-mandated social distance restrictions in operation

at the time (currently, at least 1.5 metres away from one another).

13. No person should attend or remain in court if they are suffering from any respiratory or

flu-like symptoms consistent with COVID-19 (including fever, cough, runny nose, sore

throat, shortness of breath, loss of taste or smell) unless having first taken a COVID-19

test and been informed of a negative result. If a person who has been in attendance in

person at court develops symptoms, they should immediately report this to the Court

(through appropriate channels).

14. Where feasible, practitioners should endeavour to manage electronically all documents in

the case, so as to minimise the number of hard-copy documents being circulated and

handed up in court (in this regard, see the accompanying protocol issued by the Bar

Association for remote hearings, particularly regarding electronic management of court

documents).

15. Where hard copy documents are to be used, an arrangement for minimal and safe

handling of documents should, if possible, be agreed by the parties and provided to the

court for consideration.

16. The Bar Association will liaise with the courts and tribunals in relation to the following:

a. whether the court or tribunal is able to provide health checks at the entrance to

the court building which includes temperature testing and enquiry about any

symptoms (as listed at para 13 above) of each person entering the building;

b. the availability of hand sanitiser in accessing both the building (including at

any security screening point) and the relevant hearing rooms, and the

frequency and/or adequacy of the sanitisation of touch points throughout the

court building;

c. whether access to the court or tribunal building can take place at a particular

time so as to minimise personal contact with other persons. This may include

whether the starting time for hearings and adjournments for morning tea and

luncheon could be staggered to permit safe entry through security and access




